
Hoboken Public Schools 
 

Social Studies Curriculum 
Grade Three 

 

 
 
 

  



Social Studies 3rd Grade   
HOBOKEN PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
 
Course Description 
 
Social Studies is “the subject that provides the ‘integrated study of social sciences and humanities to 
promote civic competence.’” Moreover, in order for individuals to “make sense of the world, students 
need to analyze people, places, events, and issues from multiple perspectives, across times, finding 
relationships with, and implications for their own everyday experiences.”1  It is, therefore, the purpose of 
the social studies department, to provide students opportunities for meaningful development and 
application of skills and dispositions to be used within and between academic disciplines. As such, 
students will acquire and hone skills needed for participation in democratic society, for developing 
interpersonal relationships, and providing the capability to succeed in their personal and professional 
endeavors upon the completion of their education within the Hoboken Public Schools. 

 
Course Resources 
 

1. TimeLinks 
2. Interactive	Community	Comparison	

(http://www.eduplace.com/kids/socsci/books/applications/imaps/maps/g3_u1/)	
3. Self-Guided	Walking	Tours	of	Hoboken	(https://www.hobokenmuseum.org/self-guided-walking-

tours/2011-09-30-17-33-08/hoboken-walking-tour-map)	
4. Hoboken	History	(https://www.hobokenmuseum.org/history/short-history-of-hoboken 

 
Pacing Guide 
 

Unit One:  Government & Communities  8 Weeks 
Unit Two:  Representation, Responsibility, & 

Citizen Action in Society  
8 Weeks 

Unit Three:  Decision Making in Economics 8 Weeks 
Unit Four:  Culture Across Time:  Native 

Americans  
 

8 Weeks 
Unit Five:  The Development of American 

Society   
8 Weeks  

 
 
Unit 1 – Government and Communities   
Unit 1 September-October 8 Weeks  
 
Unit 1 Overview  
In this unit students extend their civic perspective from local government to state government. They begin 
with an examination of the purposes of government and ways in which the government works to fulfill 

																																																								
	



those purposes. By exploring the concept of representative government, students learn how the power of 
government resides with the people.  They build upon their knowledge of local government and 
community by distinguishing the roles of state government from local government and explore why state 
governments are needed.  An understanding of limited government is further enriched through an 
exploration of how the powers of government are separated among the branches in state 
government.  Students then explore the judicial branch by examining ways courts function to resolve 
conflict.  Finally, students consider important rights and responsibilities of citizenship including the 
responsibility to be informed about public issues. 
 
Essential Questions 

Ø How is a community defined? 
Ø How does geography affect the way we live? (Why do people move to particular communities?) 
Ø How and why do people use and change the environment? (How do people modify their 

environment to form different types of communities?) 
Ø How does the type of community you live in affect the way you interact with the environment? 

 
Essential Learning Outcomes 

Ø Students will understand that communities are spaces defined by physical, cultural, political and 
social characteristics; individuals and groups within a community have common interests. 

Ø Students will discover that individuals and groups reside in a particular community for several 
reasons, including occupation, cultural/ethnic affiliation, family, education, geography, and 
economic factors. 

Ø Students will understand that with finite resources and concerns about environmental degradation, 
communities face challenges in how to use, manage, preserve, and reuse resources in its 
communities. 

Ø Students will discover that communities face different environmental problems and make choices 
differently based on the resources they have and priorities they make. 

 
Technology Infusion 

Ø 8.2.2.C.1- Brainstorm ideas on how to solve a problem or build a product. 
Ø 8.1.2.B.1- Illustrate and communicate original ideas and stories using multiple digital tools and 

resources. 
Ø 8.1.2.E.1- Use digital tools and online resources to explore a problem or issue. 

 
Standards 

Ø RI.3.1 Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a text, referring explicitly to 
the text as the basis for the answers.	

Ø RI.3.2 Determine the main idea of a text; recount the key details and explain how they support the 
main idea.	

Ø RI.3.3 Describe the relationship between a series of historical events, scientific ideas or concepts, 
or steps in technical procedures in a text, using language that pertains to time, sequence, and 
cause/effect.	

Ø RI.3.4 Determine the meaning of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases in a 
text relevant to a grade 3 topic or subject area.	

Ø RI.3.5 Use text features and search tools (e.g., key words, sidebars, hyperlinks) to locate 
information relevant to a given topic efficiently.	

Ø RI.3.6 Distinguish their own point of view from that of the author of a text.	
Ø RI.3.7 Use information gained from illustrations (e.g., maps, photographs) and the words in a text 

to demonstrate understanding of the text (e.g., where, when, why, and how key events occur).	
Ø RI.3.8 Describe the logical connection between particular sentences and paragraphs in a text (e.g., 



comparison, cause/effect, first/second/third in a sequence).	
Ø RI.3.9 Compare and contrast the most important points and key details presented in two texts on 

the same topic.	
Ø W.3.1.A-D. Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with reasons.	
Ø W.3.2.A-D. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and 

information clearly.	
Ø W.3.3.A-D. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective 

technique, descriptive details, and clear event sequences.	
Ø W.3.4 With guidance and support from adults, produce writing in which the development and 

organization are appropriate to task and purpose. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types 
are defined in standards 1-3 above.)	

Ø W.3.5 With guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as 
needed by planning, revising, and editing.	

Ø W.3.6 With guidance and support from adults, use technology to produce and publish writing 
(using keyboarding skills) as well as to interact and collaborate with others.	

Ø W.3.7 Conduct short research projects that build knowledge about a topic.	
Ø W.3.8 Recall information from experiences or gather information from print and digital sources; 

take brief notes on sources and sort evidence into provided categories.	
 
Differentiation 
Approaching: Modify level of questioning, extended wait time, visual cues and manipulatives, oral 
responses, collaborative role play, shortened guided assignments, repetition and recall, collaborate with 
higher level learners 
 
Above: Increase complexity of questioning, detailed written journal entries, compare and contrast key 
ideas and concepts, lead a small group discussion using higher order thinking questions, create authentic 
projects, collaborative role play, compose an alternative ending 
 
Assessments 

Ø Performance Based Assessments 
Ø Discussions 
Ø Projects  

 
21st Century Learning Connection 
"21st century skills" are the skills that today's students will need to be successful in this ever-changing 
world. The most recognizable of these skills are the 4C's: communication, collaboration, critical thinking 
and creativity. However, 21st century skills also include social and emotional intelligence, technological 
literacy and problem solving abilities. These skills emphasize "application of knowledge" and go beyond 
rote memorization. 
 
Unit 2 Representation,	Responsibility,	and	Citizen	Action	in	Society 
November-December 8 Weeks  
 
Unit 2 Overview  
The unit begins with an examination of the responsibilities of citizenship as students learn that one key 
civic responsibility is being informed about matters of public concern. Student explore a variety of public 
issues in the local community, identifying various points of view, and applying core democratic values to 
support their positions.  Students then will address a public issue as a class with guidance by the teacher. 
They will gather background information regarding the origin of the issue. Meeting in small groups 
students discuss various viewpoints on the issue and ultimately express a reasoned position on it by 



writing a short persuasive essay.  The unit concludes with students applying the steps of responsible 
citizenship by choosing a public issue to investigate and writing a persuasive essay that supports their 
position on the issue. 
  
 
 
Essential Questions 

Ø How are my rights and responsibilities as a citizen refined as a member of society? 
Ø How are democratic forms of government different than non-democratic forms of government?  
Ø How are problems solved at the local, state and national government levels? 
Ø How do people make positive changes in their communities? 

 
Essential Learning Outcomes 

Ø Students will discover that as a citizen of my town, state, nation, and world, I have rights and 
responsibilities that help me to participate in and contribute to the common good.  

Ø Students will understand that a democratic form of government is one in which each person can 
participate and share their ideas.  In our town, state and country, we vote for representatives 
that will listen to our ideas and make decisions based on the input of the people. 

Ø Students will discover that each level of government responds to different kinds of problems 
and has a different structure (i.e. mayor/town council vs. governor/legislature vs. 
president/congress). 

 
Technology Infusion 

Ø 8.2.2.C.1- Brainstorm ideas on how to solve a problem or build a product. 
Ø 8.1.2.B.1- Illustrate and communicate original ideas and stories using multiple digital tools 

and resources. 
Ø 8.1.2.E.1- Use digital tools and online resources to explore a problem or issue. 

Standards 
Ø RI.3.1 Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a text, referring explicitly to 

the text as the basis for the answers.	
Ø RI.3.2 Determine the main idea of a text; recount the key details and explain how they support 

the main idea.	
Ø RI.3.3 Describe the relationship between a series of historical events, scientific ideas or 

concepts, or steps in technical procedures in a text, using language that pertains to time, 
sequence, and cause/effect.	

Ø RI.3.4 Determine the meaning of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases in a 
text relevant to a grade 3 topic or subject area.	

Ø RI.3.5 Use text features and search tools (e.g., key words, sidebars, hyperlinks) to locate 
information relevant to a given topic efficiently.	

Ø RI.3.6 Distinguish their own point of view from that of the author of a text.	
Ø RI.3.7 Use information gained from illustrations (e.g., maps, photographs) and the words in a 

text to demonstrate understanding of the text (e.g., where, when, why, and how key events 
occur).	

Ø RI.3.8 Describe the logical connection between particular sentences and paragraphs in a text 
(e.g., comparison, cause/effect, first/second/third in a sequence).	

Ø RI.3.9 Compare and contrast the most important points and key details presented in two texts 
on the same topic.	

Ø W.3.1.A-D. Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with reasons.	
Ø W.3.2.A-D. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and 

information clearly.	



Ø W.3.3.A-D. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective 
technique, descriptive details, and clear event sequences.	

Ø W.3.4 With guidance and support from adults, produce writing in which the development and 
organization are appropriate to task and purpose. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types 
are defined in standards 1-3 above.)	

Ø W.3.5 With guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as 
needed by planning, revising, and editing.	

Ø W.3.6 With guidance and support from adults, use technology to produce and publish writing 
(using keyboarding skills) as well as to interact and collaborate with others.	

Ø W.3.7 Conduct short research projects that build knowledge about a topic.	
Ø W.3.8 Recall information from experiences or gather information from print and digital 

sources; take brief notes on sources and sort evidence into provided categories.	
 
Differentiation 
Approaching- 
- modify level of questioning 
- extended wait time 
- visual cues and manipulatives 
- oral responses 
-  collaborative role play- 
-  repetition and recall 
- shortened guided assignments 
- collaborate with a higher level learner 
Above- 
-  Increase complexity of questioning 
- detailed written journal entries 
- compare and contrast key ideas and concepts 
-  collaborative role play 
- lead a small group discussion using higher order thinking questions 
- create authentic projects 
- collaborate with a lower level learner 
- composing an alternative ending 
Assessments 

Ø Performance Based Assessments 
Ø Projects 
Ø Discussions  

 
21st Century Learning Connection 
"21st century skills" are the skills that today's students will need to be successful in this ever-changing 
world. The most recognizable of these skills are the 4C's: communication, collaboration, critical thinking 
and creativity. However, 21st century skills also include social and emotional intelligence, technological 
literacy and problem solving abilities. These skills emphasize "application of knowledge" and go beyond 
rote memorization. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Unit 3 – Decision Making in Economics     



January-February 8 Weeks  
 
Unit 3 Overview  
In this unit students explore the principles and concepts of economics. Students use what they have 
learned to explore how natural, human and capital resources combine to influence the types of businesses 
in our state/city today.  Student then focus on the economic principles of scarcity, choice, and opportunity 
costs.  Finally, students explore the role of government with respect to goods, services, and incentives. 
 
Essential Questions 

Ø How can we make good economic choices? 
Ø How is choice crucial to the economic decisions we make as individuals, groups, and societies? 
Ø How do the interactions between consumers and producers in a market determine the allocation 

of resources in an economy? 
Ø How "global" is our economy?  
Ø How are producers and consumers around the world interconnected and interdependent 

 
Essential Learning Outcomes 

Ø Students will be able to explore how people make choices because they cannot have everything 
they want. To make constructive economic decisions, individuals need to distinguish between 
needs and wants and make choices based on available resources. 

Ø Students will discover that whenever a choice is made, something is given up because resources 
are limited. Every economic decision involves a trade-off; selecting more of one resources 
results in a marginal loss of another. 

Ø Students will understand that people have to make choices between wants and needs and 
evaluate the outcomes of those choices.  

Ø Students will understand that producers and consumers exchange goods and services in a 
market economy. The interaction between producers and consumers determines how much of a 
good and service are exchanged and at what price. 

 
Technology Infusion 

Ø 8.2.2.C.1- Brainstorm ideas on how to solve a problem or build a product. 
Ø 2. 8.1.2.B.1- Illustrate and communicate original ideas and stories using multiple digital tools 

and resources. 
Ø 8.1.2.E.1- Use digital tools and online resources to explore a problem or issue. 

 
Standards 

Ø RI.3.1 Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a text, referring explicitly to 
the text as the basis for the answers.	

Ø RI.3.2 Determine the main idea of a text; recount the key details and explain how they support 
the main idea.	

Ø RI.3.3 Describe the relationship between a series of historical events, scientific ideas or 
concepts, or steps in technical procedures in a text, using language that pertains to time, 
sequence, and cause/effect.	

Ø RI.3.4 Determine the meaning of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases in a 
text relevant to a grade 3 topic or subject area.	

Ø RI.3.5 Use text features and search tools (e.g., key words, sidebars, hyperlinks) to locate 
information relevant to a given topic efficiently.	

Ø RI.3.6 Distinguish their own point of view from that of the author of a text.	
Ø RI.3.7 Use information gained from illustrations (e.g., maps, photographs) and the words in a 

text to demonstrate understanding of the text (e.g., where, when, why, and how key events 



occur).	
Ø RI.3.8 Describe the logical connection between particular sentences and paragraphs in a text 

(e.g., comparison, cause/effect, first/second/third in a sequence).	
Ø RI.3.9 Compare and contrast the most important points and key details presented in two texts 

on the same topic.	
Ø W.3.1.A-D. Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with reasons.	
Ø W.3.2.A-D. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and 

information clearly.	
Ø W.3.3.A-D. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective 

technique, descriptive details, and clear event sequences.	
Ø W.3.4 With guidance and support from adults, produce writing in which the development and 

organization are appropriate to task and purpose. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types 
are defined in standards 1-3 above.)	

Ø W.3.5 With guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as 
needed by planning, revising, and editing.	

Ø W.3.6 With guidance and support from adults, use technology to produce and publish writing 
(using keyboarding skills) as well as to interact and collaborate with others.	

Ø W.3.7 Conduct short research projects that build knowledge about a topic.	
Ø W.3.8 Recall information from experiences or gather information from print and digital 

sources; take brief notes on sources and sort evidence into provided categories.	
 
 
Differentiation 
Approaching- 
- modify level of questioning 
- extended wait time 
- visual cues and manipulatives 
- oral responses 
-  collaborative role play- 
-  repetition and recall 
- shortened guided assignments 
- collaborate with a higher level learner 
Above- 
-  Increase complexity of questioning 
- detailed written journal entries 
- compare and contrast key ideas and concepts 
-  collaborative role play 
- lead a small group discussion using higher order thinking questions 
- create authentic projects 
- collaborate with a lower level learner 
- composing an alternative ending 
 
Assessments 

Ø Performance Based Assessments 
Ø Projects 
Ø Discussions  

 
 
 
21st Century Learning Connection 



"21st century skills" are the skills that today's students will need to be successful in this ever-changing 
world. The most recognizable of these skills are the 4C's: communication, collaboration, critical thinking 
and creativity. However, 21st century skills also include social and emotional intelligence, technological 
literacy and problem solving abilities. These skills emphasize "application of knowledge" and go beyond 
rote memorization. 
 
 
Unit 4 – Cultures	Across	Time:	Native	Americans	  
March-April 8 Weeks  
 
Unit 4 Overview  
In this unit, students will explore how Native Americans have evolved throughout the course of 
time.  Through this exploration, students will examine how natural resources played a critical 
role in the decision making process regarding settlements.   
 
Essential Questions 
 

Ø How does geography influence how people live?  How do cultures develop differently, 
based on the resources they have in their environment? 

Ø How does each Native American tribe studied use their natural resources in their 
geographical area to support their community? 

Ø How are cultures similar and different? 
Ø How are the Native American communities similar to and different from one another 

(past/present)?  
Ø How are their cultures similar to and different from others? 
Ø How and why do communities change over time?  
Ø How are the Native American communities of the past similar to other communities 

today? 
Ø How do the Native American communities exist in today's society?   

Essential Learning Outcomes 
 

Ø Students will understand that each Native American community exists in a certain 
geographical region in the United States and uses the natural resources found in that 
area.  This includes:  economic choices, cultural customs and rituals, housing, food, use 
of land. 

Ø Students will understand that each Native American community uses different resources 
to fulfill their needs and survive.  Although the communities are different in the resources 
that are available to them, they do share similar values and traits. 

Ø Students will discover that although the Native American communities of the past and 
today's society are very different, they share many components.  This 
includes:  government, natural resources, economic choices, cultural customs and rituals, 
use of land and geographic choice, food. 

Ø Students will understand that many Native American communities are still in existence 
today.  How have Native American assimilated into today's society. What 
conflicts/challenges have the Native American endured throughout the years. 

Technology Infusion 



Ø 8.2.2.C.1- Brainstorm ideas on how to solve a problem or build a product. 
Ø 8.1.2.B.1- Illustrate and communicate original ideas and stories using multiple digital 

tools and resources. 
Ø 8.1.2.E.1- Use digital tools and online resources to explore a problem or issue. 

 
Standards 

Ø RI.3.1 Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a text, referring 
explicitly to the text as the basis for the answers.	

Ø RI.3.2 Determine the main idea of a text; recount the key details and explain how they 
support the main idea.	

Ø RI.3.3 Describe the relationship between a series of historical events, scientific ideas or 
concepts, or steps in technical procedures in a text, using language that pertains to time, 
sequence, and cause/effect.	

Ø RI.3.4 Determine the meaning of general academic and domain-specific words and 
phrases in a text relevant to a grade 3 topic or subject area.	

Ø RI.3.5 Use text features and search tools (e.g., key words, sidebars, hyperlinks) to locate 
information relevant to a given topic efficiently.	

Ø RI.3.6 Distinguish their own point of view from that of the author of a text.	
Ø RI.3.7 Use information gained from illustrations (e.g., maps, photographs) and the words 

in a text to demonstrate understanding of the text (e.g., where, when, why, and how key 
events occur).	

Ø RI.3.8 Describe the logical connection between particular sentences and paragraphs in a 
text (e.g., comparison, cause/effect, first/second/third in a sequence).	

Ø RI.3.9 Compare and contrast the most important points and key details presented in two 
texts on the same topic.	

Ø W.3.1.A-D. Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with 
reasons.	

Ø W.3.2.A-D. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and 
information clearly.	

Ø W.3.3.A-D. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using 
effective technique, descriptive details, and clear event sequences.	

Ø W.3.4 With guidance and support from adults, produce writing in which the development 
and organization are appropriate to task and purpose. (Grade-specific expectations for 
writing types are defined in standards 1-3 above.)	

Ø W.3.5 With guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing 
as needed by planning, revising, and editing.	

Ø W.3.6 With guidance and support from adults, use technology to produce and publish 
writing (using keyboarding skills) as well as to interact and collaborate with others.	

Ø W.3.7 Conduct short research projects that build knowledge about a topic.	
Ø W.3.8 Recall information from experiences or gather information from print and digital 

sources; take brief notes on sources and sort evidence into provided categories.	
 
Differentiation 
Approaching- 
- modify level of questioning 
- extended wait time 
- visual cues and manipulatives 
- oral responses 
-  collaborative role play- 
-  repetition and recall 



- shortened guided assignments 
- collaborate with a higher level learner 
Above- 
-  Increase complexity of questioning 
- detailed written journal entries 
- compare and contrast key ideas and concepts 
-  collaborative role play 
- lead a small group discussion using higher order thinking questions 
- create authentic projects 
- collaborate with a lower level learner 
 
Assessments 

Ø Performance Based Assessments 
Ø Class Participation  
Ø Discussions  

 
21st Century Learning Connection 
"21st century skills" are the skills that today's students will need to be successful in this ever-changing 
world. The most recognizable of these skills are the 4C's: communication, collaboration, critical thinking 
and creativity. However, 21st century skills also include social and emotional intelligence, technological 
literacy and problem solving abilities. These skills emphasize "application of knowledge" and go beyond 
rote memorization. 
 
Unit 5 – The Development of American Society   
May-June 8 Weeks  
 
Unit 5 Overview  
In this unit, students will explore how an American Society develops through 1) government 2) economy 
3) workforce.  Students will explore how the City of Hoboken has developed through the time periods in 
positive and negative ways and thus provide options for residents for the future of the city.   
 
Essential Questions 

Ø How and why have communities changed over time? 
Ø How did changes in transportation and technology change Hoboken?  How did Hoboken 

contribute to these changes? 
Ø How and why do people immigrate? How has immigration shaped the culture of 

Hoboken and the United States? 
 
Essential Learning Outcomes 

Ø Students will explore that many inventions have changed the way people lived over time; 
we can see evidence of changes in transportation and communication not only in the daily 
lives of individual people but also in communities, nations, and the world. 

Ø Students will discover that the City of Hoboken has changed over time as the population 
changed (diversity and size), and as inventions changed forms of transportation and 
communication. 

Ø Students will understand that people immigrate due to push and pull factors; immigrants 
make important contributions to their new communities even though they encounter 
many challenges as a new immigrant. 

 



Technology Infusion 
Ø 8.2.2.C.1- Brainstorm ideas on how to solve a problem or build a product. 
Ø 8.1.2.B.1- Illustrate and communicate original ideas and stories using multiple digital 

tools and resources. 
Ø 8.1.2.E.1- Use digital tools and online resources to explore a problem or issue. 

 
Standards 

Ø RI.3.1 Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a text, referring 
explicitly to the text as the basis for the answers.	

Ø RI.3.2 Determine the main idea of a text; recount the key details and explain how they 
support the main idea.	

Ø RI.3.3 Describe the relationship between a series of historical events, scientific ideas or 
concepts, or steps in technical procedures in a text, using language that pertains to time, 
sequence, and cause/effect.	

Ø RI.3.4 Determine the meaning of general academic and domain-specific words and 
phrases in a text relevant to a grade 3 topic or subject area.	

Ø RI.3.5 Use text features and search tools (e.g., key words, sidebars, hyperlinks) to locate 
information relevant to a given topic efficiently.	

Ø RI.3.6 Distinguish their own point of view from that of the author of a text.	
Ø RI.3.7 Use information gained from illustrations (e.g., maps, photographs) and the words 

in a text to demonstrate understanding of the text (e.g., where, when, why, and how key 
events occur).	

Ø RI.3.8 Describe the logical connection between particular sentences and paragraphs in a 
text (e.g., comparison, cause/effect, first/second/third in a sequence).	

Ø RI.3.9 Compare and contrast the most important points and key details presented in two 
texts on the same topic.	

Ø W.3.1.A-D. Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with 
reasons.	

Ø W.3.2.A-D. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and 
information clearly.	

Ø W.3.3.A-D. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using 
effective technique, descriptive details, and clear event sequences.	

Ø W.3.4 With guidance and support from adults, produce writing in which the development 
and organization are appropriate to task and purpose. (Grade-specific expectations for 
writing types are defined in standards 1-3 above.)	

Ø W.3.5 With guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing 
as needed by planning, revising, and editing.	

Ø W.3.6 With guidance and support from adults, use technology to produce and publish 
writing (using keyboarding skills) as well as to interact and collaborate with others.	

Ø W.3.7 Conduct short research projects that build knowledge about a topic.	
Ø W.3.8 Recall information from experiences or gather information from print and digital 

sources; take brief notes on sources and sort evidence into provided categories.	
 
Differentiation 
Approaching- 
- modify level of questioning 
- extended wait time 
- visual cues and manipulatives 
- oral responses 
-  collaborative role play- 



-  repetition and recall 
- shortened guided assignments 
- collaborate with a higher level learner 
Above- 
-  Increase complexity of questioning 
- detailed written journal entries 
- compare and contrast key ideas and concepts 
-  collaborative role play 
- lead a small group discussion using higher order thinking questions 
- create authentic projects 
- collaborate with a lower level learner 
 
Assessments 

Ø Class participation 
Ø Discussions demonstrating knowledge of subject matter 
Ø Performance-Based Assessment 

 
21st Century Learning Connection 
"21st century skills" are the skills that today's students will need to be successful in this ever-changing 
world. The most recognizable of these skills are the 4C's: communication, collaboration, critical thinking 
and creativity. However, 21st century skills also include social and emotional intelligence, technological 
literacy and problem solving abilities. These skills emphasize "application of knowledge" and go beyond 
rote memorization. 
 
 
 
 


